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May 26, 1840. 

William Yarrell, Esq., Vice-president, in the Chair. 

A letter from Hugh Cuming, Esq., was read. This letter is dated 
hiIanilla, November 5, 1839, and gives an account of some cases of 
specimens forwarded t o  the Society. Mr. Cuming states that he 
has not yet been successful in procuring a certain Ruminant, known 
by the name Tamaroo, but he entertains hopes of having a spekmen 
forwarded to  England after him, he  being about t o  return. Wi th  
the exception of this animal, he had procured all the quadrupeds of 
the Philippines of which he could obtain any information. The 
letter, moreover, states that he observed two varieties of the Monkey 
he had sent home (Macacus cynomolgus), and which is the only spe- 
cies found in  the Philippine Islands ; one was variegated with black 
and white, and the other is of a light chestnut colour, and varied 
with white. Only one of each of these varieties was seen by Mr. 
Cuming. and the variety was, in both cases, in company with ordi- 
nary coloured individuals. 

A letter from the President of the Society, the Earl of Derby, 
was also read ; it is dated Prescot, May 13, 1840, and relates to 
some crosses which have taken place among the animals in his Lord- 
ship's menagerie. '' A female common Zebra (Equus Zebra)," says 
his Lordship. " has lately taken to  my young Dshiggetai (Equus 
hemionus), and is the only animal he has yet appeared to  notice in 
this way. 

" I think I have often heard that Foxes will not breed in confine- 
ment, but I have a female which, about two days since, produced 
three young; they only lived about two days. The sire is from 
America." 

His Lordship has reason to believe that a female Fox also pro- 
duced a similar litter about four years back, but destroyed them. 

O n  the ' Great Water' of his Lordship's park, a Berniclc paired 
with, and constantly accompanied, a Canada Goose, but there was 
no produce; this happened last season. I n  the present one the 
same Bernicle has paired with a white-fronted Goose, and the pair 
have a nest with nine or ten eggs. I t  is not known, in either case, 
which was the goose and which the gander. 

The Polish Swan has bred with the common species, and his Lord- 
ship further states, that this year a pair of their cross-breed have 
laid again, but the eggs are not yet hatched. 

In a letter from Madame Power, dated hlessina, March 25, 1840, 
which was read, that lady states that she had forwarded for the So- 
ciety's museum some packages containing some bird-skins, and also 
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some molluscous animals and zoophytes, preserved in spirits, from 
Sicily. 

A paper by John Wyllie, Esq., describing the peculiar structure 
of the branchial appendages of one of the Indian Muride ,  was read. 

" The fish to whose singular branchial appendages I wish to draw 
the attention of tlie Society," says Mr. Wyllie, " is named ' Singee' 
in the Mahratta, mid ' Bichoo-Mutchie' (Scorpion Fish) in  the 
Hindostanni language. I t  is the Silurus Sinyio of Dr. Hamilton's 
' Fishes of the Ganges.' " 

" The following description is drawn from memoranda taken at 
Nagpoor, December G ,  1825 :- 

I' B. 7 ; D. G ; P. 1; V. ti; A. 65 ; C. 14 ; Cirrhi, 8. 
'* Length of body67$ inches, breadth at  anus one inch. Head 

much depressed, very hard. without scales, terminating posteriorly 
in three equal spirious processes, resembling a trident. 

" Body elongated, much compressed ; above rounded, below 
carinated, naked. Colour, when alive, of a very dark olive green ; 
when dead, of a bluish black. Ventral and dorsal fins opposite; 
pectoral quadrangular with one very strong sharp bony ray, and 
six soft rays ; anal extending as far as the tail ; lateral line mesial. 

" Cirrhi of nearly equal length, one pair arising immediately before 
the nostrils ; another from the angles of the mouth ; and a third and 
fourth from the lower jaw, near the angles of the niouth. 

<' Stomach small, with a moderate cul-de-sac ; intestines equal, 
witliout czca, of several convolutions, measuring seven inches in  
length. 

" No air-bladder. 
"The peculiar orgaas to which I wish to direct attention are 

situated exterior of the abdomen : there is one on each side, lying 
immediately over the transverse processes of the verte1)m ; and in thc 
angle fcirmed between them and the epinous processes they are 
loosely attached to the surrounding parts, and covered only by the 
general integuments. They hare the form of cylindrical tulles, are 
abciut the size of an ordinary black-lead pencil ; they are clo5ed a t  
the posterior extremity, which extends within about threo inches of 
the tail, and they open under the base of the cranium, between two 
of the liranchial pairs. They are of loose cellular texture, of a 
whitish gray colour, speckled with numerous minute black points ; 
they are traversed from one extremity to the other by a blood-vessel 
(vein ?) of considerable size, into which numerous smaller branches 
open at  right angles. 

I' 'I'hese sacs are perhaps intended for reservoirs of water, to enable 
the animal, during its migrations from tank to  tank, to  maintain the 
gills in a constantly moist condition. They may also perhaps serve, 
in ordinary circumstances, as an evtension of the respiratory surface, 
and tlie numerous blood-vessels that are seen on their coats would 
tend to give a probability to such a conjccture." 

Mr. Ogilby pointed out the characters of a new species of Ante- 
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lope. which was exhibited to the Meeting. This animal lived for 
some time in  the menagerie, having been presented to the Society 
by W. Willshire, Esq., Corresponding Member, who procured it a t  
Mogadore. It is closely allied to the Antilope Dorcas and A .  Ara- 
bica, and most nearly resembles. the latter in its colouring, but is 
readily distinguished by its much greater size ; its total length, from 
the tip of the muzzle tn the tail, being about forty-three inches, and 
its height twenty-eight inches : the ears of the Mogadore animal are 
moreover proportionately larger, measuring in height about 62 inches, 
or rather more. Like A .  Arabica, it has a black patch on the upper 
surface of the muzzle, and a black line on either side of the face, 
extending forwards from the eye, and terminating above the angle 
of the mouth : the dark band on the flanks is very broad, and of a 
deep brown colour, inclining to  black ; there is also a distinct broad- 
ish black mark on each side of the rump ; the fore knees are fur- 
nished with distinct black tufts. The specimen is a female, and has 
slender horns, about equal to the ears in  length ; the horns are in- 
distinctly lyrated, in  fact, nearly straight, and exhibit eleven or 
twelve annulations, four or five of which, a t  the base of the horn, 
are very close together. Mr. Ogilby stated that he had observed 
specimens of the same species in the Paris Museum, and that it was 
the intention of M. F. Cuvier to have described them; he should 
therefore propose the name Cuuieri he used to distinguish the spe- 
cies. 

The  Secretary also called the attention of the Members present to 
a species of Musk Deer, from Sierra Leone, which had been brought 
from that part of Africa by Mr. Whitfield, who had kindly allowed 
it to be exhibited to the Meeting. In general colour, and in the 
markings on the throat, this species most nearly resembles the Mos- 
chus Sanleyanus, but its body has spots and markings nearly similar 
to those in the M .  meminna ; it  is much larger, however, than either 
of these species, being, in size, about midway between them aud the 
&I. moschijerus. The chief interest attached to this animal is the 
locality in  which it is found, the well-established species of MOS- 
chus being either from the continent of India or the islands of the 
Indian Archipelago. Mr. Ogilby stated that the present animal 
could not be identified with the Moschus Guineensis of Brisson, 
Gmelin, and some other of the older authors; it  was therefore ne- 
cessary to give i t  a new name, and he proposed for that purpose the 
name of M .  Aquaticus, in allusion to  the peculiar habits of the spe- 
cies which will be described more at length in the Transactions of 
the Society. 


